Contemporary Personalities
matter was that these four men found it more agree-able to swim with the tide than against it.    The
gravity of the offence was increased by the circum-              •
stance that they monopolised all the bouquets which were available from their old opponents for political ornamentation.
And so there began a feud, bitter and durable, culminating, and reaching a temporary decision in 1906, but only to be finally adjusted when Mr. Asquith a year or two later became Prime Minister. The differences in the Liberal Party were unhealed when Mr. Arthur Balfour resigned and $ir Henry Campbell - Bannerman was called upon to form a Government. It then became evident that if the Conservative Party had grossly under-estimated this pawky Scotsman, the Imperial Four had, with less excuse, committed the same error. It is paradoxical, looking back, to recall that the first Labour Lord Chancellor was to be the eupeptic trophy around which the contest revolved. The Imperialists were determined to make Lord Chancellor, upon Imperialist grounds, him whom the Socialist Party now delights to honour. Sir Henry Campbell-Banner -man and his friends were equally determined .that Sir Robert Reid, afterwards Lord Loreburn, should be placed upon the Woolsack.
It is a profound political truth that, when parties prosper, those who in the earlier moments of adversity have contended for the extreme party position will always be triumphant. Every party is cursed with, and .ultimately destroyed by, its own Die-hards. But at certain moments in the history of all parties the influence of the extreme section be-comes irresistible. And so it happened here. Sir
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